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By W B. No._ZL_a_(

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to certain requirements for licensure as a fitter or
dispenser of hearing aids.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. (a) Effective September 1, 1987, Section 6(b),
Chapter 366, Acts of the 6lst Legislature, Regular Session, 1969
(Article 4566-1.06, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to
read as follows: |

(b) The applicant shall make application, furnishing to the
Secretary-Treasurer of the Board on forms to be furnished by the
Board:

(1) [r] sworn evidence that he has attained the age of
majority;

(2) sworn evidence that he has completed and received an

associate degree from, or completed the equivalent course work at,

an accredited institution of higher education; [ard-has-graduated

froem-an-aeeredited-high-seheel-er-equivatents] and

(3) such other information as the Board may deem necessary
for the enforcement of this Act.

(b) Effective September 1, 1989, Section 6(b), Chapter 366,
Acts of the 61st Legislature, Regular Session, 1969 (Article
4566-1.06, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as
follows:

(b) The applicant shall make application, furnishing to the
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Secretary-Treasurer of the Board on forms to be furnished by the
Board:

(1) [5] sworn evidence that he has attained the age of
majority;

(2) sworn evidence that he has completed and received a

bachelor's degree in audiology, or a bachelor's degree with

audiology as a minor academic subject, from an accredited

institution of higher education; [eand--has--graduated--£rom--an

aeeredited-high-seheei-er-equivaient7] and

(3) such other information as the Board may deem necessary
for the enforcement of this Act.

(c) Effective September 1, 1991, Section 6(b), Chapter 366,
Acts of the 61st Legislature, Regular Session, 1969 (Article
4566-1.06, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as
follows:

(b) The applicant shall make application, furnishing to the
Secretary-Treasurer of the Board on forms to be furnished by the
Board:

(1) [7] sworn evidence that he has attained the age of
majority;

(2) sworn evidence that he has completed and received a

master's degree in audiology from an accredited institution of

higher education; [and-has—graduated-frem-an-aeeredited-high-seheei

er-egquivaients;] and
(3) such other information as the Board may deem necessary
for the enforcement of this Act.

(d) Each change made by this section applies only to
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applications filed with the Texas Board of Examiners in the Fitting
and Dispensing of Hearing Aids while that provision is in effect.
The law in effect before the change made by Subsection (a) of this
section applies to applications filed before the effective date of
Subsection (a) and remains in effect for that purpose.

SEbTION 2. Section 19, Chapter 366, Acts of the 61st
Legislature, Regular Session, 1969 (Article 4566-1.19, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 19. EXCEPTIONS. (a) This Act does not apply to

physicians and surgeons who are licensed by the Texas State Board

of Medical Examiners and who are qualified and trained in the

measurement of human hearing.

(b) An audiologist licensed under Chapter 381, Acts of the

68th Legislature, Regular Session, 1983 (Article 45123, Vernon's

Texas Civil Statutes), may select and adapt hearing aids without

obtaining a license under this Act if that person does not sell

hearing aids. [Nething-in-this-Aet-shall-be-eenstrued-te-appiy--£teo

the~-foitowing -

[(&)—-Persens—-engaged--in-—the——praetiee——ef-meaearing-human
hearing-as-a-part-ef--the--academie--eurrientum--of--an--aeeredited
institution--ef--higher--ltearning;--provided--sueh-persens-er-their
empteyees-deo-net-seti-hearing-aids=

[ ¢2}--Physieians-and-surgeons--duity--lieensed--by--the--Fexras
Etate--Beard--of-Medical-Examiners-and-quaiified-te-practice-in~-the
Btate-eof-Texnas~

[€3}--An-individual-with-a-masterls-er--deectorate--degree--in

audiotogy--£from--an--aceredited-cotiege-or-university-may-engage-in
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‘the-measurement-ef-human-hearing-by-the—use-ef—an-audiemeter-er—-by

any--means--fer-the-purpese-ef-maling-seiteetions-and-adaptations-of
er-reecemmendatiens-fer-a-hearing-aid-and-the-making-of--impressions
for--earmoids--te--be--used-as-part-ef-a-hearing-aid--previded-sueh
persens-de-net-seit-hearing-azds- |

SECTION 3. (a) This section applies to a person who, on the
effective date of this Act:

(1) 1is engaged in the practice of measuring human hearing as
part of the academic curriculum of an accredited institution of
highér education;

(2) possesses an earned postbaccalaureate degree in
audiology from an accredited institution of higher education; or

(3) 1is licensed under any other Act that requires a test for
licensure equal to that provided under Section 6, Chapter 366, Acts
of the 6lst Legislature, Regular Session, 1969 (Article 4566-1.06,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

(b) A person covered by this section is eligible to obtain a
license under Section 6, Chapter 366, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
Regular Session, 1969 (Article 4566-1.06, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes), without taking the examination required by that Act, if
the person fulfills all other requirements for obtaining a license
under that Act.

(c) An application for a license under this section must be
made Dbefore March 1, 1989. This section expires March 1, 1989,
except that it continues in effect for the disposition of any
license application made under this section before that date.

SECTION 4. A person who on August 31, 1987, holds a valid
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license to fit and dispense hearing aids under Chapter 366, Acts of
the 61st Legislature, Regular Sessién, 1969 (Article 4566-1.01 et
seq., Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is not required to satisfy
the 'examination application requirements as changed by this Act in
order to renew the license under that law.

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect September 1, 1987.

SECTION 6. The importance of this legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several

days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.
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